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RECORD OF THE FIRST CONVENTION 

The first convention of the Sigma Xi Society was called to order 
at 2 130 p. m. by Vice President L. M. Dennis, 1 in the Architectural 
Lecture Room of Cornell University. 

On motion the chair appointed the following committee on cre- 
dentials: Prof. Brown 2 of the Theta chapter, Prof. Merritt 3 of the 
Iota chapter, and Prof. Osborne 4 of the Alpha chapter, and a short 
recess was declared in order to give this committee an opportunity 
to examine the credentials of the delegates from the various 
chapters. 

When the convention was again called to order Prof. Brown, 
chairman of the committee on credentials, reported favorably on 
the credentials of the following delegates : Profs. Caldwell, 5 Osborne, 
and McMahon 6 of the Alpha (Cornell) chapter; Prof. Brown of 
the Theta chapter (Union) ; and Profs. Comstock 7 and Merritt of 
the Iota chapter (Kansas). There were no delegates from Troy. 

On motion the convention adjourned to meet at eight o'clock this 
eve. in the Architectural Lecture Room. 

J. H. Tanner, 8 Secretary 

Evening Session 

The convention was called to order by Vice President Dennis, 
at 8:15. Present: Profs. Caldwell, Comstock, Brown, Osborne, 
McMahon, Dennis, and Stoller, 9 a second delegate from the Theta 



In connection with the records of the conventions, which are printed in 
the form in which they are found in the original copy as written by the Secre- 
taries, there is given as a series of footnotes specific information with reference 
to the persons mentioned. In writing these notes I have followed the style 
employed in the Quarter Century Record and History. 

1 Louis Munroe Dennis, F 1892, Alpha Chapter. 

2 Charles Carroll Brown, CF 1887, Theta Chapter. 

3 Probably Ernest George Merritt, F 1888, Alpha Chapter, not Iota Chapter. 
* Charles Francis Osborne, F 1887, Alpha Chapter (F 1904, Pennsylvania 

Chapter) . 

5 Francis Cary Caldwell, U 1890, Alpha Chapter (CF 1898, Omega Chapter). 
"James McMahon, F 1890, Alpha Chapter. 
'John Henry Comstock, CF 1886, Alpha Chapter. 
8 John Henry Tanner, U 1891, Alpha Chapter. 
" James Hough Stoller, F 1889, Theta Chapter. 

[77] 
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chapter, on whose credentials the proper committee reported favor- 
ably. 

Prof. McMahon then gave a brief account of the methods and 
work of the Alpha chapter; Prof. Brown followed with a similar 
account of the Theta chapter. Prof. Brown emphasized especially 
that the existence of the chapter at Union has an excellent effect 
as an incentive to better efforts on the part of the students of that 
institution. 

It was now moved and seconded that the convention proceed 
to the adoption of the constitution prepared by the Alpha chapter. 
Carried. 

Moved and seconded that the constitution be taken up article 
by article. Carried. 

Moved and seconded that Art. I. be adopted. Carried. 

Moved and seconded that Art. II. be adopted. Carried. 

Moved and seconded that the word "resident" be inserted in the 
2nd line of sec. 2. of Art. III. between the words "such" and "pro- 
fessors." Carried. 

Moved and seconded that the chair appoint a committee to report 
at the next meeting (Tomorrow morning) on the advisability — and 
the manner of — establishing Alumni chapters. Carried. 

The chair later appointed Profs. Osborne, Brown, and Comstock 
as such a committee. 

Moved and seconded to substitute the word "satisfactory" in 
place of "their" in the last line of sec. 2. Art. III. Carried. 

Moved and seconded that Art. III. as amended be adopted. 
Carried. 

Moved and seconded that sec. 5. of Art. IV. be stricken out. 
Carried. 

Moved and seconded that sec. 4. Art. IV. be amended by adding 
at the end the words "in the scientific and technical courses." 
Carried. 

Moved and seconded that Art. IV. as amended be adopted. 
Carried. 

Moved and seconded that Art. V. be adopted. Carried. 

Moved and seconded that Art. V. be reconsidered. Carried. 

Moved and seconded that the words "at some chapter meeting," 
with the comma following them be stricken out. Carried. 
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Moved and seconded that the convention do now adjourn to meet 
at 10:00 a. m. tomorrow (Thursday) in Mrs. Comstock's studio. 
Carried. 

J. H. Tanner, Secretary. 

Thursday Morning, May i8th, 1893 

Convention called to order, at 10:00 a. m., by President E. L. 
Nichols. 10 All delegates whose credentials had been presented, 
present. 

Moved and carried that sec. 3. of Art. V. of constitution be 
amended as follows: Omit "at some chapter meeting" to comply 
with provisions (c) and (e) of sec. 2, and insert: "to assent to the 
pledge given in sec.2(c), and to sign the constitution." 

Moved and carried that sec. 4. of Art. V. be amended as follows : 

Omit "be a parchment attested by" and insert in place of 

them the word "bear." Omit also the word "bearing." 

Moved and carried that Art. V. as amended be adopted. 
The chairman of the committee on Alumni chapters (appointed 
at previous evening session) presented report of committee, which 
was, on motion, adopted. The report is as follows : 

Art. III. sec. 2 [new (b)]. Membership of alumni chapters 
shall be composed of alumni members of collegiate chapters, and 
such graduates of other institutions of learning at which there are 
no chapters of the society as may be elected to membership in the 
society by alumni chapters. 

The consideration of Art. VI. was then taken up. The secretary 
read the amendment proposed by the Zeta (Troy) Chapter, viz., that 
the form of badge be changed to a triangle. Moved and carried that 
this amendment be not adopted. 

Moved and carried that sees. 1, 2, and 3 of Art. VI. and that 
sec. 4, be laid on the table until the afternoon session. The con- 
sideration of Art. VII. was then taken up. Moved and carried that 
sec. 2 be altered as follows: "The officers of the society shall be 
elected only at regular conventions, and shall hold office as follows, 
or until their successors shall be elected." 

Moved and carried that the following words be added to sec. 2. 
"The terms of office shall begin at the close of the convention at 



' Edward Leamington Nichols, F 1887, Alpha Chapter. 
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which the officers are elected and shall continue through the next 
biennial convention, except in the case of the corresponding secre- 
tary." 

Moved and carried that Art. VII. as amended be adopted. 

The consideration of Art. VIII. was then taken up. Moved and 
carried that the word "regular" be inserted before the word "con- 
vention" in sec. i, and that the words "or oftener president" 

be omitted, and that the following sentence be added to sec. i. 
"Special conventions shall be called by the President on the written 
demand of one third of the active chapters, and three months notice 
of the date and special object of such convention shall be sent to 
each chapter." 

Moved and carried that sec. 2 (c) be marked "2(1), and that the 
following be section 2(c) "In conventions the votes shall be by 
delegates." Moved that sec. 2, as amended be adopted. Moved 
and carried that sec. 4, (J) (K) (L) be marked respectively (K) 
(L) (M), and that the following be sec 4, (J) "Election of President 
and Corresponding Secretary." Moved and carried that in sec. 5, 
the word "delegations" be changed to "delegates." Moved and 
carried that Art. VIII. as amended be adopted. 

Adjourned until afternoon. 

James McMahon, Sec'y pro tern. 

Thursday Afternoon, May i8th, 1893 

The convention was called to order, at 2 45 by Pres't Nichols. 
All delegates present. 

Moved and seconded that sec. 4, of Art. VI. (laid on the table 
at a previous meeting) be adopted. Carried. 

Moved, seconded, and carried that in the place of sec. 2, Art. VII. 
the following be substituted : 

The officers of the society shall be elected only at conventions. 
The terms of office shall be as follows : 

President 2 years Vice President 2 years 

Recording Secretary ... 2 years Corresponding Secretary 4 years 
Treasurer 2 years 

The term of office of the President shall begin at the close of 
the convention at which he is elected, and continue until the close 
of the next biennial convention, or until the close of the convention 
at which his successor is elected. 
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The terms of office of the Vice President, Recording Secretary, 
and Treasurer shall begin immediately upon their election and con- 
tinue until the next biennial convention, or until their successors 
are elected. The term of office of the Corresponding Secretary shall 
begin as provided for the President and continue through the second 
biennial convention, or until his successor is elected. 

Moved and carried that sec. 4, of Art. VIII. be reconsidered. 

Moved and carried to insert in sec. 4, Art. VIII, as order (c), 
the election of Vice President, Recording Secretary and Treasurer, 
and to change the lettering of the other orders to correspond, also 
to change the new (k) to election of President, and Corresponding 
Secretary (when one is to be elected). 

Moved and carried that the present Art. IX, be numbered X and 
that a new Art. IX to read as follows be inserted. "Expenses of the 
society which shall be voted by conventions shall be met by an 
assessment on the several chapters, pro rata, on the bases of their 
active membership." 

Moved and carried to reconsider sec. 5, of Art. VIII. 

Moved and carried to amend sec. 5, Art. VIII so as to read 
"Delegations from three fourths (3/4) of the chapters in good 
standing in the society shall constitute a quorum at a convention," 
and a similar change in sec. 2, of Art. VIII. 

Moved and carried that the amendment from the Zeta (Troy) 
chapter declaring women ineligible to membership in this society 
do not prevail. 

Moved and carried that the constitution, as amended, be adopted. 

The constitution of the Alpha (Cornell) chapter prior to this 
convention was taken as a basis and the above amendments and 
changes were made in, and refer to, it — a copy of the old constitution 
to be preserved with these records. 11 

Moved and carried that the Treasurer is hereby authorized to 
print, at the expense of the society, an edition of 500 copies of the 
amended constitution. 

Moved and carried that the Treasurer be authorized to procure 
a seal and monogram at the expense of the society. 

Moved and carried that the expenses of the President and Corre- 



" The document filed in the record is entitled Constitution of the Society 
of the Sigma Xi. Revised 1892. E. D. Norton, Printer. 1892. 
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sponding Secretary to the next convention be met from the treasury 
of the society. 

The matter of establishing new chapters was discussed at some 
length, and it was finally moved and carried that a standing com- 
mittee of five (5), on new chapters, be appointed by the President. 
In accordance with this resolution President Nichols later appointed 
such a committee. Profs. Osborne (chairman), and McMahon of 
Alpha (Cornell), Prof. Bailey 12 of Iota (Kansas), Prof. Stoller of 
Theta (Union), and Prof. Stevens or some other member of Zeta 
(Troy) if possible. (Prof. P. C. Ricketts 13 of Troy afterwards 
substituted.) 

Moved and carried that the convention proceed to ballot infor- 
mally for a President of the society for the next two years. After 
the informal ballot it was moved and carried that Prof. Brown of 
the Theta chapter be declared to be unanimously elected President 
of the society for the two ensuing years. 

After an informal ballot on Corresponding Secretary, Prof. 
McMahon of Alpha was declared unanimously elected. 

After an informal ballot for Treasurer Prof. Comstock was 
declared unanimously elected to that office. 

Moved and carried that the time and place for holding the next 
convention be decided by a committee consisting of the President 
of the society and the five members of the committee on extension 
already named. 

Moved and carried that the business meeting of the convention 
do now adjourn subject to the call of the President. 

A program of the exercises of this convention is to be preserved 
with these records. 14 

J. H. Tanner, Secretary 



12 Edgar Henry Summerfield Bailey, CF 1890, Iota Chapter. 

13 Palmer Chamberlain Ricketts, CF 1887, Rensselaer Chapter. 

"The program on file in the record has already been reprinted; see 
Quarter Century Record and History, p. 14. 



